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Agenda

1. Introductions

2. Previous Steps

3. Review of Schematic Design

Site Master Plan

4. Discussion

5. Next Steps
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Park District of Oak Park Mission Statement

In partnership with the community, we provide 

quality parks and recreation experiences for the 

residents of Oak Park.
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Cheney Mansion is an historic property of the 

Park District of Oak Park

Cheney Mansion Mission Statement

Sgd O`qj Chrsqhbs ne N`j O`qjƌr Bgdmdx L`mrhnm

provides a unique venue for recreation programs, 

special activities and community events for the 

enjoyment of Oak Park residents and is a 

distinctive locale for private meetings and 

celebrations.
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Cheney Mansion Site Master Plan

Project Purpose

To develop a site master plan for the Cheney 

Mansion grounds in order to provide a blueprint 

for future park renewal based on the Park District 

ne N`j O`qjƌr Lhrrhnm+ Uhrhnm `mc U`ktdr: Sgd

Comprehensive Park and Recreation Master Plan; 

and quality public input.
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Existing Conditions
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Previous Steps

ƓPrevious investments in Cheney Mansion for roof repairs,

exterior wall, gutter, chimney, kitchen, perimeter fence,

etc., approximately $700,000 in 2006 and 2007

ƓFocus groups (Village of Oak Park, Park District of Oak

Park staff, Cheney Mansion staff, and community groups),

October 1, 2009 

ƓCommunity Meeting #1, Goals, Objectives, Issues, etc.,

October 20, 2009, and follow -up questionnaire, posted

October 21 ƉNovember 4, 2009

ƓCommunity Meeting #2, Alternative Schematic Design,

November 24, 2009, and follow -up questionnaire, posted

November 25 ƉDecember 4, 2009

ƓPark District of Oak Park Board and Park District

Citizens Committee, December 3, 2009
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Vd gd`qc eqnlƔ

ƓHouseholds with all age groups, but generally older

ƓLong-time residents, over 50% residents for over 20 years

ƓRegular users (20%), frequent users (10%), monthly users

(13%), less than once a month users (48%), and non -users

(10%)

ƓApproximately 40 attendees at Community Meeting #1

ƓApproximately 30 attendees at Community Meeting #2

ƓPark District of Oak Park Board and Park District

Citizens Committee
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What we heard at Community 

Meeting #2

Entry / Identity Signage

ƓSignage board mounted to fence (71%)

ƓFreestanding signage board in parkway (29%)

Erie, Euclid and Ontario Sidewalks

ƓOption 1: Remove stone pavers from Erie and Ontario,

replace with concrete, use reclaimed and / or new stone in

limited area 45 feet on either side of front entry on Euclid

(Community Meeting #2 preference)

ƓOption 2: Remove stone pavers from Erie and Ontario,

replace with concrete, use reclaimed and / or new  stone

on entire sidewalk on Euclid (questionnaire preference)
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Entry landscape

ƓReplace existing ornamental trees with a species that is 

upright and will open the view to the Mansion (85%)

Accessible Route

ƓAccessible route through the landscape in front of 

entrance to the solarium, but further away from the

Mansion

Garden walkway

ƓNew walkway that hugs the perimeter landscape west of

the Mansion and provides access to the south patio only, 

i.e., does not go to or around south lawn and garden

South access point

ƓDo not add a south access point
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Greenhouse

ƓMaintain greenhouse on site, either by:

- stabilizing the existing greenhouse immediately, with

restoration possible in the future (40%), or by

- restoring the masonry base and foundation, and

replacing the glass and steel greenhouse structure with

new material sympathetic to the historic character of

the site (60%)

South garden room

ƓReplace the chain -link fence with a wood fence that 

matches the character of the site

Water feature

ƓQdrsnqd rsnmdvnqj `mc v`sdq ed`stqd vhsg ` Ǝydqn-cdosgƏ

sdqlhm`k a`rhm sn qdok`bd sgd dwhrshmf ƎcddoƏ a`rhm
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Vegetable garden

ƓChange the path material to an accessible surface

Alley entry

ƓWiden the entry from the alley

Lighting

ƓAdd security lighting as required, possibly motion   

activated (53%)

ƓAdd landscape up -lighting or accent lighting (40%), but no

ƎlnnmkhfgshmfƏ

ƓAdd pedestrian lighting in and around the patio and south 

gardens for safety and amenity (53%)

ƓAdd pedestrian lighting in and around the front entry and 

driveway for safety and amenity (53%)
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Schematic Design Site Master Plan
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Review of Options by Area or 

Element
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Review of Options by Area or Element

1. Entry Identity / Signage

2. Erie, Euclid, and Ontario Sidewalks

3. Entry Landscape

4. Accessible Route

5. Garden Walkway

6. South (Alternate) Entry / Access Point

7. Greenhouse

8. South Garden Room

9. Water Feature

10.Vegetable Garden

11.Driveway Alley Entry

12.Lighting
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Schematic Design Site Master Plan
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Schematic Design Site Master Plan


